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Abstract 

The purpose of education in most countries of the world is the development 
of individuals who would participate effectively in national development 
processes. In al! democratic societies of which Nigeria is aspiring to be one, 
the education system must perform a positive and dynamic role in the 
perpetuation and improvement of the society in question. In other words, the 
school curriculum must possess the ingredients or qualities that can equip the 
learners with skills, understandings, altitudes, habits, and appreciation that 
will contribute to this goal. It is for this complementary role that, the social 
studies curriculum is instituted in the school system. This paper examines 
national development, social studies education and the essence to refocus 
primary social studies education for national development. 

Introduction 
The process of education involves the socialization of individuals to become integral part of 

the society in which they live. Through education, individuals are trained to acquire knowledge, 
useful skills, desirable values, attitudes and habits to adjust themselves to the changing conditions of the 
world in which they live. 

According to Fafunwa (2002), functionality was the watchword of traditional African 
education. This system of education was largely participatory in nature preparing the child for life in the 
society. Modern education practices are expected to tow the same line. This is the reason why the 
National Policy on Education (2004), endorsed education as an instrument par excellence for 
promoting national development. Indeed the philosophy of Nigerian education is based on the 

a) development of the individual into a sound and active citizen, 
b) full integration of the individual into the community and, 
c) provision of equal access to educational opportunities for all citizens of the country at the 

primary, secondary and tertiary levels both inside and outside the formal school system. 

Primary school education is believed to hold the key to the success or failure of the whole 
educational system because it lays the foundation on which other levels of education are built. Social 
studies is one of the curricula offerings provided at this level. After almost two decades of the 
implementation of the provisions of the National Policy on Education, there is a general 
dissatisfaction among social studies educators as to the functionality of primary social studies 
education (Ololobou, 2005). This paper highlights areas of dissatisfaction in primary social studies 
education and how to refocus it for national development. 

The Concept of National Development 
Development means individuals having opportunity to realise their potentials. Oyelaran in 

Adama (2006), asserts that, development in human affairs implies the continuous promotion of the 
well being and security of persons in such a way that are constantly able to optimise the realisation of 
their potentials. Elugbe (1990), opined that, national development means the growth of the nation in 
form of unity, education, economic well being, and mass participation in government. Inyanda and 
Adama (2003), also believe that, national development is the ability of the nation to provide a 
conducive atmosphere for the realisation of individual potentials, the existence of buoyant economy 
and availability of social Infrastructural facilities for the populace. Development in the society needs 
every one's contribution to fuel its growth. It is an incontestable-fact that one head cannot perfect 
sensitive jobs but two good heads are better than one for fast development, especially, in a developing 
nation like Nigeria. 

 
 
 
 
 



Primary Social Studies Education in Nigeria 
Primary Education in Nigeria refers to (he education given in institutions for children aged 6 to 

11 plus, The average learner takes about six years to go through education at this level. The goals of 
primary education according to NPE, (2004:14), are to: 

a. inculcate permanent literacy and numeracy, and ability to communicate effectively; 
b. lay a sound basis for scientific and reflective thinking; 
c. give citizenship education as a basis for effective participation in and contribution to the life 

of the society; 
d. mould the character and develop sound attitude and morals in the child; 
e. develop in the child the ability to adapt to the child's changing environment. 
f. give the child opportunities for developing manipulative skills that will enable the child  

function effectively in the society within the limits of the child's capacity; 
g. provide the child with basic tools for preparation for trades and crafts of the locality. 

The vision behind these goals is to produce pupils who are worthy and competent and are 
willing to work for the promotion of a progressive, united and self-reliant nation. This is the 
background in which social studies operates, expected to make an impact on the lives of pupils by 
reflecting changing societal needs, problems and aspirations. 

The Nigeria Educational Research Council (1981), defines social studies as 

those common learning of man's interaction with his social and physical 
environment... It is not only a study but a way of life of how man influences 
and is influenced by his physical, social, political, economic, political, 
economic, psychological and cultural environments.(p.2) 

In another study, Dubey, Onyabe, and Prokupek (1980:2), consider social studies "as the 
investigation of human activity. It studies man at home, at work, at worship, in politics, at play, in the 
village, in the nation everywhere engaged in his busy programme of living." 

A common strand discernible in these definitions is that social studies focused on man and his 
problems arising from his being and from his interaction with his social and physical environment. 
Indeed, its introduction in Nigeria schools is a response to the national call to society's problems. 
Specifically, primary school social education according to Dubey and Earth (1981:6 and 7), must 
develop: 

• childrens   self   confidence   and   initiative   based   on   an   understanding   of  
their own accomplishment and potentialities and their own worth. 

• their power of imagination and resourcefulness. 
• their desire for knowledge and continued learning. 
• their appreciation of the dignity of man and of liberty. 
• their sense of compassion for the less fortunate. 
• their sense of respect for and tolerance of the opinions of others even in disagreement. 
• their willingness to accept necessary changes within a system of law and order deriving from 

the will of the people. 
• such attitudes as are favourable to social, physical, cultural and economic development which 

will enable the children to participate in the life of the community, and when they leave 
school, to become innovators and doers of good in society. 

• social altitudes and values such as cooperation, participation, inter-dependence on others, 
open-mindedness, honesty, integrity, trustworthiness, diligence, obedience, etc. 

• a spirit of national consciousness and patriotism through interest and involvement in our 
local, national and water heritage. 

the creation of their social awareness and crucial judgment, as well as constructive and 
effective thinking. From the above, it is. obvious thai-the curriculum package of primary social studies is 
expected to provide pupils with insight into the utilisation of knowledge derived from a variety of sources 
for meaningful living in society, (Okani, 1998). However, several studies have revealed the classroom 
malfunctioning of social studies education in primary schools resulting in the non-achievement of 
stated goals. 
The  Re leva nce  o f  So c ia l  S tud ies  E du ca t io n  t o  N a t i o n a l  D ev e lop m en t  



Understanding the objectives of Nigerian primary school social studies helps one to 
appreciate how the subject can be used to solve some of the numerous social problems which afflict the 
Nigerian society. These according to NTI (2000), include the following: 

Promotion of Democratic Living 
Nigeria is trying to be one of the democratic country in the world, though many Nigerians are yet 

to imbibe the desired political culture needed for the survival of democracy. Through social studies, 
the child will become exposed to some of the political norms and values of the society. These can be done 
during elections periods e.g. refraining from electoral malpractice, voting for the right leader, and 
discouraging corrupt practices. If the child gets this training from the beginning, he is likely to grow 
into adulthood with the desired political orientation, patriotic attitude and national consciousness. 

Inculcating Sense of Responsibility to Others 
The old adage of being ones brother's keeper is being eroded by the greedy desire for material 

wealth. We do not seem to regard our responsibilities to others as fundamental. This is not good 
because we are trying to destroy the unique feature of our cultural life style. There are numerous ways we 
can feel concerned for our fellowmen. These include showing sympathy, consoling during grief, aiding 
during need, directing during confusion especially in the case of strangers, protections in the case of 
threats and soon. These attributes are fast dying among the youths and for this to permit the youth is 
dangerous. Hence, the child in the Primary School must begin to learn how to develop this spirit of 
concern and responsibility to others, and this can be done through social studies. 

Respect for the Worth and Dignity of Others 
Nigeria is not only diverse in its ethnic, religious, cultural, linguistic and social composition, the 

nation now is facing a crisis in which some ethnic or religious groups try to dominate others because of 
self-assumed superiority. This brings rancour and prejudice, which cause disunity. The Nigerian child 
should learn from the beginning that all Nigerians are equal inspite of social and cultural differences 
between them. By its objective, social studies help to inculcate in the child the spirit of acceptance of the 
respect for the worth of every Nigerian, 

Development of Tolerance 
Nigerians have different values and beliefs depending on their cultural background. Yet these 

differences are to be, sunk in the. .interest of national unity. Unfortunately, a number of Nigerians have 
failed to tolerate their fellow. Citizens who have different religious, political and ideological views. A 
number of public disturbances, in .some parts of the country have been the result of political and 
religious intolerance,. .For a peaceful and united Nigeria, citizens must be made to understand that each 
social, political and religious .group has a right to exist and co-exist. If we respect and tolerate one 
another, no one would be hurt.. 

  
Increasing Awareness 

What should border you is why most Nigerians are more interested in breaking the laws of the 
land than helping to uphold them, which of course is one of their civic responsibilities. Some of these acts 
are done out of ignorance of the consequences. There is a study which reports that most of those who 
rigged or allowed themselves to be used to rig elections did so out of ignorance about the consequences 
their actions would have on the effective leadership of the nations. It is therefore, necessary for the 
child to be exposed gradually to his rights and civic duties as a citizen. The creation of this awareness is 
one of the=objectives of social studies in Nigerian Primary School. 

 
Inculcation of National Consciousness and National Unity 

It is a pity that most Nigerians show more consciousness for their ethnic groups, religious 
denominations and even clubs and societies than the nation. It is important to emphasize the need for us 
to be proud to our country Nigeria, because we do not have any other one. Americans are proud to identify 
themselves as Americans. The British do all the same. If we are proud of a thing, we have the need to do 
everything possible to protect and preserve it. Hence, every Nigerian needs to develop a sense of 
attachment, awareness and identify for the country. Primary school social studies helps the child to 
become acquainted with the national symbols such as the flag, the anthem, the pledge, the pictures of 
leaders and so on. This strategy is informed by Piagefs theory that children love the use of objects. If all 
Nigerians feel committed lo-the pride and preservation of the country, they would then have one thing in 



common, that is national consciousness which they would want to bequeath to their on-coming 
generations. This common interest and aspiration helps to bind them together for national unity. 

Inculcation of Desirable Values and Social Altitudes 
Social studies as citizenship education has been seen as a means for the inculcation of 

desirable values and social attitudes in the child and as a means of social reform. It is in this light that 
while some people have seen social studies as a means of socialisation others see it as a means of 
indoctrination. Whichever applies, what is important is the inculcation of desirable norms and values of 
the society from one generation" to another. Without doing this, the child will find it difficult to fit into the 
society. Doing this seems to be a unique role of social studies because the subject is largely based on the 
socio-cultural context of the society. Some of the Societal values to be inculcated are honesty, fair-play, 
hard-work,, .patriotism, obedience, discipline, loyalty, respect, self-confidence, among others. 

The State of Primary Social Studies in Nigeria 
Despite the noble goals of social studies teaching, the state of primary social studies education in 

Nigeria is very unsalutary. These are portrayed in the following areas. 
Unclear and inadequate vision 'of the nature and underlying philosophy of primary social 

studies education. Social studies as an integrated area of study are taught for the express purpose'of 
promoting and practicing effective problem solving and decision making. But, out of ignorance most 
teachers present its content as if they are teaching the discrete social science subjects like History and 
Geography thereby, compartmentalizing knowledge. Makinde (1979), Makinde (1994) and Okam 
(1998), argued that, the integrated approach to learning is adopted because it is the natural way of life 
experience as man interacts with his environment. By not adopting this wholistic manner to learning, 
teachers simply memorize arid regurgitate bits and pieces of information with no possibility of 
transfer into practical life situation. 

The application of faulty teaching methodology. Social studies is not taught purely for the 
acquisition of knowledge. Pupils are expected to be exposed to learning experiences that would 
promote the basic citizenship, skills of knowledge through the processing of information, examining 
values and beliefs and active participation in society (Makinde 1994, Okam 1998), while expressing 
dissatisfaction of primary social studies instructional process opined that social studies by virtue of its 
nature is value-laden. It raises ethnical, moral, philosophical issues in the discussion of societal issues and 
processes. Therefore, adopting the traditional modes of teaching, which is basically, expository prevents 
pupils from becoming seekers of knowledge for themselves and active problem solvers for the benefits 
of the nation. The social studies class is expected to be activity - oriented through the adoption of 
problem, 4. solving techniques that would lead them into inquiry and exploration to develop their 
imagination and creativity.; . 

Another defective area. centres;-on the inadequate and inappropriate selection and use of 
resource materials to promote .teaching and learning. Most primary social studies classes limit pupils to 
just the class textbook which may not even be available for all of them. The community is not used to 
provide life experiences or other materials to appeal to the varied senses of learners, this approach makes 
learning abstract and ..alienating preventing pupils from seeing relationships between school 
experiences and life in the wider society. 

Apparently as a result of the examination and certification conscious educational system 
practiced in Nigeria, primary social studies teachers use inadequate evaluation procedures to collect 
and ascertain data on pupil's growth and development in all the areas of learning. Evaluation is 
restricted to assessing the extent to which cognitive learning outcomes are attained to a near total 
neglect of the psychomotor and affective learning outcomes. Social studies is largely an effective 
subject. As such evaluation procedures cannot be restricted to tests and examinations. Current 
assessment procedures in schools is expected to emphasize performance in terms of how pupils have 
learned and can utilize learning in practical adult decision-making situations (Armstrong and Savage, 
1996). Badmus in Ololobou (2005), opined that, assessment procedures must change to fit into the 
changing perception and purposes of education which is essentially to prepare members of the society 
for national development. Yet, primary social studies assessment of achievement falls below this 
expectation. 

Faculty personality of the primary social studies teacher. The personality of any teacher is 
influenced by his training, his understanding of the nature of pupils and how he views teaching and 
learning. Most primary social studies teachers are i l l  prepared professionally (Saka, 2003). According to 
Akinbode, in NERC (1981), the primary social studies teacher is a parent-substitute ensuring a smooth 



transition from home to school. He is expected to posse attributes of the three domains of learning, 
national outlook, current and confident, perceiving teaching as a human process. However, due to 
inadequate teaching, primary social studies teachers do not portray the qualities that distinguished 
them from other teachers. In this situation they prove to be unworthy models who cannot monitor 
pupils for higher national service. 

Refocusing Primary Social Studies Education for National Development 
Having established the status of Primary Social Studies in Nigeria, it is now possible to use the 

past as a platform to express fresh insight for primary social studies in national development. The fresh 
insight in primary social studies for national development are discussed in the following areas: ' 

Since teachers are the implementers of the curriculum, efforts should be made to re-organise 
teacher education programmes to equip primary school teachers with the needed professional 
competence. In service training programmes with adequate motivation also need to be organised for 
practicing teachers to sharpen their teaching skills. 

• Professional  social  studies  associations  like  SOSAN must take the lead  in 
organising 
conferences and workshops to clarify the true nature and philosophy of social  studies  
education in Nigeria primary schools. Such workshops should design activities to introduce 
teachers to the unit approach to planning to further educate the teachers on how issues are 
presented in the instructional process. 

• Since the art of teaching is a complex human activity, teachers of primary social studies 
should use a variety of teaching methods and techniques to introduce new life and promote 
the inquiry spirit in the primary social studies classroom. This should be done with an 
understanding of the children put in their care. 

• The community as the living resource centre and social studies laboratory must be used to 
provide real-life experiences to pupils. Governmental and non-governmental organisations 
and agencies should provide financial resources and non-financial assistance to enable the 
primary social studies teacher organise field trips, invite/visit resource persons and even 
mobilise pupils for participation in community development activities. 

• Evaluation procedures adopted in primary social studies classes should be goal-directed, 
comprehensive, continuous and cooperative. This will keep all stakeholders alive to their  
responsibilities. 

• There is also need for constant review of the primary social studies curriculum to keep it 
abreast with the changing needs and aspirations of the nation. 

These perspectives indeed call for an over-hauling of the traditional approach to social studies 
teaching. Only a cooperative approach of all stakeholders in social studies education would 
yield fruitful results.  
Recommendations 

If effective teaching of social studies in Nigeria primary schools is to be used as a tool to attain 
national development, the following should be considered: 

• The teacher should select materials in such a way as to inculcate the spirit of patriotism. 
• He should make deliberate effort to challenge pupil to examine certain positive values and 

attitudes and the need to adopt them. 
• He should make pupil think critically about issues and social problems. 
• He should give the pupils a number of relevant activities so that they can form the needed 

attitudes, values and skills. 
• The pupils should be made to appreciate the need to co-operate with fellow citizens for peace 

and unity of this country. 
• They should be taught the need to appreciate their cultural values and respect for that of other 

people. 
• They should be made to develop the spirit of tolerance particularly in religious matters. 
• Some resources of social studies such as literacy materials, radio and television programmes, 

which have hitherto been neglected in the social studies curriculum, should be recognized. 

Conclusion 



Teaching is not the mere giving out of instruction. It is a process that should lead to change in the 
behaviour of learners in the desired direction for individual and societal good. Social studies are for 
integrated concept, learning, problem-solving and decision-making. It stresses nation building by 
emphasizing the history, traditions, values and beliefs of a nation, as well as the sense of a broader 
view of citizenship. Social studies education has structure of knowledge, attitudes, skills and other 
habits that are capable of making the learner to desist from corrupt practices and imbibe the culture of 
honesty, sincerity and commitment if encouraged. These features of social studies need to be fully 
appreciated for the necessary operational modalities to be put in place for its effective 
implementation. Anything contrary to this opens both the pupils and the entire nation to future risk 
and danger. 
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